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LORD WEBB SEYMOUR. 


MY LORD, 
I DEDICATE theſe few 
Sermons to you, as a ſlight to- 
ken of my great regard, and 
reſpect; becauſe I know no 
man who, in ſpite of the diſ- 
advantages of high birth, lives 
to more honourable, and com- | 
mendable purpoſes than mw 
Tel, 1 am, 


MY LORD, ns 
Your moſt Sndore wellwiſher, 5 


_ SYDNEY SMITH. 
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them public: That they cannat do 


they are haſty, and imperfect ſpe- 


pecies of 


cimens of an unpopular 


compoſition. ttle g 


wever, they may do; and why 


8 


to. an immoral 


* 
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cation, becauſe I cannot do much! Po 
The ſum of public opinion is made 
up of the ſentiments, as the ſum of 
public revenue is, from the con- 
tributions of individuals; and we 


become a rich, ; or a prudent nation, | 
by adding together many triflin 9 . 
quotas of wiſdom and of gold. 
5 The worſt motives will, of courſe, 
de attributed to me by thoſe Who 
read my political obſervations, and 
differ from me in opinion; and 1 
5 ſhal be ſuppoſed to have felt a lit- 


N tle for that ancient privilege of de- 
eimation, which, it may be preſum- 
ed, would not be very highly re- 
ſpected in all the changes, and 
chances of a regenerated kingdom. 
Be it ſo. Let thoſe who are: actu- | 
ated by the motive, be deterred. by 
the imputation. As long as God 


gives me life, and ſtrength, I will 


never ceaſe to attack, in the way 


or my profeſſion - and to the beſt 


1 of my abilities, any ſyſtem of prin- 
<iples injurious to the public hap- 


pineſs, whether they be ſanctioned 
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For Ble, p. 11. Ins 1. read Blob. 
For refleGions, p. 123. line x. read 
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+ PSALM cxxxvii. v. 1% 


By the waters of Babylon, we fat down and 
_ vept, when we remembered thee... Oh 


I-45 f 


Sion ! 3 


43. | 8 
0 4 


| Tm dent pft was written 
in commemoration of the Baby- 
donich captivity, written, if we may 


| | Judge, from the lively feelings it 
exhibits, ſoon after the period of 
that memorable event; and, in 
| truth, it is not poſſible to read it 


> 9% 
j 


192 


without emotion: 2 It tells E 1 of 


ſorrow with that ſimple melancho- 
ly which the heart can only feel, 
and the imagination never coun- 
deen: They hung up their harps 
on the willow trees, they could not 
ſing the ſongs of their God, for 
1 they were in captivity, and heavi- 
| | 7 © nels of ſpirit oppreſſed them; they 
1 thought of their country, and fat 
aun LO the waters of : "aqua to 


. e = 


| Whence, it may be aſked, FER 
_ "this love of our country, this uni- 
verſal paſſion, proceed? Why does 


the eye ever dwell with fondneſs 


upon the ſcenes of infant life? 
Why do we breathe with greater 
joy the breath of our youth? Why 
are not other ſoils as grateful, and 
other heavens as ſerene? Why does 
the ſoul of man ever cling to that 
earth where it firſt knew pleaſure 
and pain, and under the rough diſ- 
cipline of the paſſions was rouſed 
to the dignity of moral life? Is it 


only that our country contains our 


kindred and our friends? And is it 


nothing but a name for our ſocial 


_ affections? It cannot be this; the 
| moſt friendleſs of human beings has 


al 


a country which he admires and 
extols, and which he would, in the 
ſame circumſtances, prefer to all 
others under heaven. Tempt him 
with the faireſt face of nature, place 
him by living waters, under ſha- 
dowy cedars of Lebanon, open to 
| his view all the gorgeous allure- 
ments of the climates of the ſun; 
he will love the rocks and deſerts of 
his childhood better than all theſe, 
and thou canſt not bribe his ſoul 
to forget the land of his nativity; 
he will ſit down and weep by the 
waters of Babylon, when he remem- 
| bers thee, oh Sion. hte 


5 


. 

But whether from this love of 
our kindred, or from habit, or from 
aſſociation, or from whatever more 
| fimple principle of our nature this 
love of our country proceed, it is + 
of the higheſt importance to ſo- 
ciety that its exiſtence ſhould be 
cheriſhed, and its energy directed 
| aright ; and if the duties which re- 
gulate the conduct of man to man 
be fit ſubjects for diſcuſſion in this 
place, that virtue which is founded 


upon the relation between ſoeie- 
ties, and individuals, and inclu hs 
| the important and extended inte- 
reſts of a whole people, muſt, in 


A tj 


1 


preference t to all others, merit dit. 
pon on _ _ and attention . 


An attempt is often made to di- 


ſtin guiſh betwee n moral and Chriſ- 
tian ſubjects of inveſtigation ; but 
no ſubje& can be moral which 'is 
not Chriſtian. Chriftianity guides 
us to another world, by ſhowing us 
how to act in this; in precepts more 
or leſs general, it enacts and limits 
every human duty; the world is 
the theatre where we are to how 
whether we are Chriſtians in pro- 
feſſion or in deed; and there is no 


5 


action of our lives, which concerns 


| the intereſts. of others, in which 
| we do not either violate or obey a 
Chriſtian law. 1 cannot, therefore, 
illuſtrate. a moral duty, without, at 
the ſame. time, enforcing a Precept 
of our ene 


4 The love of our country has, in 
the late ſcenes which have been 
acted in the world, been ſo often | 


made a pretext. for bad ambi- 


tion, and. ſo often given birth to 

crude and ignorant violence, that 

man y good men entertain no very 

F- great reliſh for the virtue, and ſome 
5 9 li 


E 1 
are, in truth, tired. and diſguſted 


name of it ; but this 
mode of thinking, though very na- 


with the very 


tural and very common, is, Res 5 
all others, th at which goes to per- 
petuate error in the world. If good 
: . men are to cheriſh in ſecret the 
ideas, that any theory of duties we 

' owe to our country is romantic and 
abſurd, becauſe bad men and fool- 
iſh men have made it an engine of 


crime, or found it a ſource of er- 


| rar; if there is to be this conſtant 
action and reaction between ex- 
treme opinions; why then the ſen- 
timents of mankind m 


4 


ternal vibration between one error 


and another, and can never reſt up- 


on the middle point « of truth. Let 
it be our pride to derive our prin- 
ciples, not from times and circum- 


ſtances, but from reaſon and religi- 


on, and to ſtruggle againſt that mix- 


ture of indolence and virtue which 
condemns! the uſe, becauſe it will | 
not. PENNE the abuſe, nn 


tion of this venerable name, there 


is, and there ever will be, a Chriſ. 
tian patriotiſm, a great ſyſtem of 
duties which man owes to the ſum 


of human beings with whom he 
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lives: to deny it is belly 35 to ne- 
glect it is crime. 


. 
1 


The love of our country has 


been ridiculed by ſome modern en- 
thuſiaſts, as too narrow a field for 


the be ne volence of an enlightened 
mind ; they are for com prehending | 
the whole human race in our af- 


fections, and deem any partiality i 


ſhown to the particular country in N 
which we happen to be born, as 


a narrow and unphiloſophical pre- 
ference. Now, it would be diffi- 
cult to ſay, whether complete ſel- 


fiſhneſs, or univerſal philanthropy, | 


tn] 


like to miſlead us from 
that ſound. practical o 
which the beauty of tigen 
and the merit of a Chriſtian, conſiſt. 
Our ſphere of thoughts has hardly 
any limits, our ſphere of action 


18 the n mb: 


hardly any extent; we may ſpecu- Y 
late on worlds, we muſt act i in fa- 
milies, i in diſtricts, and in kingdoms; | 
and if we contract a diſtaſte for the 
good we can do, becauſe it is not 
equal to the good we can conceive, 
what is this but to ſacrifice deeds 
to words, and to rule our lives by 
maxims of the moſt idle and oſten - 


tatious ſentiment? How can the re- 


n te corners of the earth be inſſu- 
| enced by your benevolence? Here 

| are thouſands at home whom your 85 
| generoſity may aid OED your wiſ⸗ 
dom teach, and your example 
guide; ä leave the taſk of ſuperin- 
tendence to Providence; and if 
you really wiſh to promote the u- 
niverſal good, you cannot do it 
more effectually than by fulfilling 
with cheerfulneſs and activity your 
humble and ſubdiv vided lot. Oh 
Jeruſalem, ſays our Saviour, Jeru- | 
ſalem, Jeruſalem! thou that killeſt 
the prophets, how often would I | 
have mana thy children toge- 


; 


he ; even as a hen gathereth her 
chickens under her wings, and ye 

would not! Who would not be- 

lieve that our Saviour himſelf felt, 
at the moment of this exclama- 
tion, that ardent love of his coun- 
try, which it is the object of this 
modern doctrine to attack and de- 


which the imagination of an able 
and a good youth is inflamed, is 
the love of his country; and he 
generally manages it in ſuch a 


mial error rather than a virtue; I 
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which proceed from the good and 
| generous difpoſitions of you th, 3 | 
ferve indulgence, and are ſeldom 


perpetuated but when they are 


treated: with harſhneſs. All the 
ſplendid actions performed in po- 
pular governments, give a very 
early bias to the mind; the peruſal : 
of them forms the moſt material 
part of education ; there is nothing 
which ranges youthful fancy on the 

| fide of government, and every thing | 


which ranges it againſt it; there 
is very little to feed the imagina- 
tion in the idea that men muſt be 


all mige) 5 their own madneſs | 
and folly; that they muſt be cheat- 
ed and threatened into their own 
good: but a very little warmth 
and elevation of thought will con- 
vert all the neceſſary operations of 
the beſt governments into crimes. 
Contribution is extortion,” puniſh- 
n is cruelty, management and 
prudence _ are duplicity, and re- 
ſtraint is ſlaviſn ſubjugation; and 
hence, in the young, patriotiſm is of- | 
ten little elſe than an univerſal ſuſpi- 
cion, and abuſe of all government 
: whatſoever. Many have the good 85 


- 


a matter of ſome wond 
: many men of irreproachable ho- 
neſty in private life, ſſ 


1 


. bb to  outgrow- this ehildiſh 


propenſity z in others it is fixe 


life, and exhibits inftances of the 
moſt painful and e IR waſte 
of talents. | F 
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If ſuch be the —— — 
the fuults of thoſe more conver- 
ſant with the world are, Lam afraid, 
of a leſs favoutable complexion... 
Whatever virtues may increaſe with 
age, the virtue of patriotiſm is not 
amongſt the number. It is i in truth 


er, that ſo 


. ; ; F 4 1 
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totally devoitof publie virtue; 3 nay; | 
they are not only devoid of it in 
practice, but in theory. Every 
ſneer againſt the duties we owe to 
the public is received with compla- 


cency, and conſidered as proceed- 
ing from a-thorough knowledge 
of life, and-mankind ; and to talk 
PR of the love of our coun- 
try, is political  artifice or youth- 
ful declamation. Nor are theſe 
public fins at all infamous in the 
eyes of the world: Men of undoubt- 

they moved before, and with in- 
creaſed conſideration, if their crimes 
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My brethren, Whence is this? | 


F 


ual truſt. When 

one man ſuffers from fraud and in- 
juſtice, every honeſt heart is up in 
arms. Is diſhoneſty leſs diſhoneſty | 
becauſe the number of the ſuffer. 


e country? 
of private fraud are nar. 
ration. ty m 


* 


LY 


1 1 


for the laxity and corruption of 
preceding times. Has our Saviour 
given us ſuch ſtrict rules for our 
oonduct to each other, and left us 
to . eee of eve ry bad 


f God, and FIRES open the doors 
ey W to en villany 
thren, he who eee the pub- 

lic, has no true religion of God ; 


B lj 


ne has no honour, which is the re- 
| bgion of the world; he abſtains 
from erimes againſt individuals, be- 
eauſe he knows that loſs of reputa- 
tion is loſs of intereſt, and gives 
looſe to his baſeneſs when profit 
invites, and impunity permits; if he 
lived in worſe times, he would de- 
fraud his neighbour, he would for- 5 
eit bis word; his pretended virtue 
are maxims of convenience; he has 
no guardian conſcience, no protect- 
ing principle; there waves not in 
his breaſt that flaming ſword which 
| 2 turns every Way to drive off that 


kl 


"IS. 2 .. $- 
8 * 1 


Theſe remarks have often een 
made as: ; arguments for! political 
change. Can I wiſh for political 
change? the ſound is mournful to 
1 1y mind. Can I wiſh- that more 

gallant 70 Engliſn, Chriſtian men, 
ſhould fall? Can I wiſh that more 
od families ſhould be made 
retched, that tears ſhould break 
forth again on all faces? Do I wiſh 
to ſee again the ancients and coun- 
 fellors of the earth, dignified and 


B lj 


1 
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cal change I with; 1 
religious change for which I am 
pleading 3 I am intreating vou. to 
Hold vic: as ee: to 


charity, and eating before my fate 
the ſlender bread of exile and af- 
fliction? Can I wiſh to unhappy 
Europe (which ſees now, perhaps, 

the green branch of peace), can 


I wiſh her freſh ſorrow, and that 


the battle be carried on for ſeven 


Warrior, and with garments rolled 


in blood? No, it is not for politi- 
t is moral and 


try at large, with the ſame deli- 
cate and inflexible juſtice you would 
exhibit, on ordinary occaſions, and 
not to be baſe, becauſe fe you can be 
baſe with impunity. Theſe are the 
points I am pre ä — 
tention. I would have you probe 
es the quick, every the leaſt motive 
to o public fraud and to public cor- | 
"LE ion; even though the — 1 
e. mould be divided and ſub. 1 J 
divided amongſt millions and mil- | Y 
lions of people. Oh God, ſays-the 
prophet King, who ſhall enter in- 


5 11 


5 = I ſhall pretend to touch. 


041 


to thy: holy taberapitle; ? Even he 
that hath clean hands and a _ 
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It is impoſſible, in the ſhort 
compaſs of an addreſs from the 


| Pulpit, to attempt any thing like a 
methodical claſſification of the va- 
rious duties we owe to our country, 

Thoſe which are the moſt frequent- 

ly neglected, or the leaſt frequent- 


ly infiſted upon, are. all on which 


* 2 9 5 
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| There is a crime committed a- 
wand the country, in times of its 


* 


t 28 1 


adverſity, which I confeſs appears 
to me to be of the moſt ſordid and 
ſelfiſh nature; that men Who derive 
not only protection, but opulence, 
from a country in the days of its 

proſperity, ſhould, upon any appear- 
ance of alarm, be ever ready to te- 
tire with perſon and property to o- 
ther countries, is a principle ſubver- 
ſive of all political. union whatſvever, 
What nation could exiſt for a mo- 
ment, if, in the day of danger 

and war, when the kingdoms were 
gathered together againſt her, ſhe 
ſaw her treaſures diſperſed, and her 
children ' fled? Are we not. all 


- 


birth, by habits, by opinions, by 
virtues, for worſe, for better, for 
glory, for ſhame, for peace, for | 
war, for plenty, for want? Will 
you ſhudder to interweave your 
deſtiny with the deſtiny of your 
country? And can you poſſibly 
think of your own ſecurity when 

your land is weary, and fainting | 
becauſe of her great afflictions? And 
when all whom you know and love 

can die and ſuffer, would you alone 
live and rejoice ? If I forget thee, 
Oh Jeruſalem ! let my right hand 
forget her cunning: If I do not re- 


ol 


member. thee in the time of my 


trouble, let my ne cleave to 
| bh roof. of my mouth. N n 
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My FOTO it Wi: ometimes 
good to be content with doin; 


little $i the great and ſplendid oe- 


cafions in which a man can bene- 


fit his country are few; the hum 


ble duties by which her benefit 
y be advanced are of innen 
currence 3 fuch; ar 
the duty of example; it is not e. 


nough to: aſcertain that aclions be 


innocent as to ourſelves, they muſt 


be ingocent as to the effect they 


_” 
* 


quences of ſome levity or omiſſion 
to you may be unimportant; but 
they are not unimportant to thoſe 


who are guilty: of the ſame thing, 
becauſe you are, and will be guilty 
of it with far other talents, other 
Habits, and other diſpoſitions, than 
yourſelf, This kind-of patriotiſm 
is, I am afraid, rare enough; in- 
deed, men great in talents and 
5 rank, found ſomewhat of their re 
putation upon not doing what the 
reſt of the world do, by which the 
one would have their ſuperior ta- 
lents inferred, and the other their 


ing nh en ol ne 
to minutiæ, which robs us obs the 
in aluable benefit of exam 


{He cannot conclude this ſubjea 
_ "or love to our country, 
animadverting to that ſpecies of it, 
which conſiſts in a firm and ſpirit- 
ed combination againſt un 
aggreflion,and dang 


outrageous tyranny (a n 
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1 af; the -moſt 
: powerful people in Eur 


the fear of God or man. Their 


1 


warlike ſpirit was blown into an 


never kindle in his ſavage Arabi - 
| ans, when he came forth, like theſe 
modern fanatics, to blot out the 
name of Chriſt, and to dim the 
ow y io agg onwards they 


r 


to their fink VO to theirifciends 


freedom worſe than death; but 
plundering, inſulting, and con- 
foundin g:all: Men's 'h | .W 
melted in the midſt of them; their 

was neither council nor conduR 
in Europe; a dee 
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quake ſeemed to he ave up the 
fis of civil life, and the trib- 

F of men, and tt F. thrones fer mo- 
narchs, and the temples of God, 
= ſhook to the loweſt atom of their 

. "dignified, and manly conduct of 
mis country? we ſtood up for hu- 
man h ppineſs, and ſpurning f 1 
Y us the luxuries of peace, naten 
= aa banner to the nations, under 
* which'the good, and the honour- 
E able, and the wiſe, mi | 
and We much ode 


. 1 
In 


and his devices confound- 
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ſeriouſly of the time yet 


V 


you for ſalvation; 
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heads of our r people, this hi time | 
{hall paſs away, we ſhall ſee golden 
days after our long tribulations ; 
the arts of peace, and the ſpirit 
of order, will revive upon the earth, 
and every man will live under the 
ſhadow of his vine, and his fig- 
tree ; there will be no complain- 
ing, no leading to captivity, in our 
ſtreets ; we ſhall not be driven to 
a foreign land; nor will it ever be 
our fate to ſit down and weep by 
the waters of Babylon, when we 
remember thee, Oh Sion! 


a » 


c ij 


4 
* ** « FOE, 8 
A — G b s * 12 9232 4 
ity <4 : * 2 * 
3 - 4 LO et "I 
_— OT. inet * _ + 
* 2 * e p 7 
N 
» « * 1 9 


i 
; : « 
* 4 5 N 1 W.. - 
- CE Fg * 
8 4 / £ 
LT. * r 
+ T 2 
: * aff, rt TP IS 
& 4 9 * "0, 
; k N * = 
8 2 WJ 5 . 
* 9 1 5 *% # 0 
5 
« "I 8 — Es, 
A A — 5 s 
3 N. 
LEES way 8 £4 8 
„ £ * * 
7 . % 5 "BY 1 
7 : . 
2 8 *. 5 X 2 
3 - 
cp, > 8 9 
x 3 3 EY 
Ie 2 10 
© , . 1 3 
* * 2 * f 
+ 8 58 ) % ; , 
20 - * * . 
- "0 4 


; * 1 1 _- > * 


8 ö Es "i 
8 2 8 BI a 
* 2 * 3 : 
1 * 4 "is * « + 
* > 36 ” . 0 : "BP » A 
7 2 5 
— n 4 n * : «, ; 
Job; 0 id : 
. : be IG : 5 5 
I of _ 24 * 2 ; 2 i FS 
5 2 — wk” s. Sf #4 Sis — 
* A; Ae 4 * Jr's % 4 3. 
2 gt 1 * l « — 
* de * 8 Baz; If 5 "I "II 
mY 4 6 2 1 U * 1 % 
4 WO. PS Jt 2 k - I M 
* CEN : * $58 7 
8 8 K . . 
1 ” % * * 4 * #, "may 
$f 8 e wa: p 
* - fs ö PIs ” a 
oh + * & . by 
- f TH 3 * 1 * its of * . 
ntl ** 2 1 * c 
<4 Re, N 
* * 9 * 3 & 
. , rage hg] S 15 1 g 
* « 7 
Ws... THe.” . 7 he” 
N 2 5 ws 
— CD 8 , ON 7 * 
"4 = "23 — hl 
a * 
: : 8 2 8 4 
+4 5 F ph * 
* * * I, 1 1 


3 * 
- * * 
1 1 
5 - ” wy * * - 
, 5 « 2 - N 8 7 Py * 7 
* 4 
7 — 
* 4 ; | : q 5 : \ Y : 
” - 2 v © : oy 
> N 7a 4 Le” 8 1 «<6. * 1 * s # F >} 
8 * 1 0 93 * "7 » ; " * ol o 4 « "I 8 > ma 
; 8 " 2 pe 0 6 : 22 _ d . 9 


nanimous than wiſe, and to 


lying lips be put to ſilence, which 
re diſdainfully, and maliciouſly, ſpeak 
againſt the righteous, 


are in circulation againſt any ſyſ- 


tem either moral, religious, or po- 


. 


tical, appears to me rather mag- 


* p * 


more of a generous contempt for 
danger, than of prudent 
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tion nir it. Bold afſer ions and 
ſpecious invectives often repeated, 
begin at laſt to be credited; we 
| hear the calumny ſo often united 
to its object, that the mention of 
the one, almoſt mechanically in- 


troduces the notion of the other ; 
and we are betrayed. into danger- 
ous / prejudices, rather by a prin- 
ciple of aſſociation, than a deci- 
ſion of the judgment. fe 


There 1s too, beſides, a faſhion in 
thinking as in every thing elſe, and : 
the giddy part of mankind muſt 
| appear in the neweſt philoſophy, 


< * 
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which, the tay 


ee . bas of 1 
and adjuſt all the mod 
nutiæ of piety. In an age * as | 
loſophy, they are the firſt to diſ- 
believe in the immortality of the 
ſoul, to diſcredit the evidence of 
their ſenſes, and to doub t, diſcre- 


D 


dit, and deride every thing elſe, 
which the rules of faſhionable ſcep- 
ticiſm may permit, or require. 
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1. there be any truth in this 
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and if the world be led to ſuc l uit 

reaſonable concluſions from tle 
unreaſbnable cauſes, it is import- 
ant to remark the modes of think- 
ing of the times, and to ſele. 
animadverſion, thoſe trite bu! 

nes wee which endanger 

the weint of mw” 


*The number of thoſe who diſ- 


2 - = 1 AR 8 
7 


ven to me n ee 


by he yh of Benedictine, or Franciſcan 
friars, to be mere monks of atheiſm, and de- 
moeraecy. 1 ſee the fame ſtupid blindoeſs 


Wh. 


6 i great, 
elieve increaſing: Men of 


this ftamp, in quitting the religion 
in which they have been educated, 
have certainly made no partial ab- 
juration of its tenets ; the charity 
and moderation which it incul- 

cates, have ſhared the fate of all 

its other prineiples, and every trace 
of them is moſt thoroughly effaced. 
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ous cruelty, characterize the theological ton- 
ſure of one © age, and the paligcal tonſure of 
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teachers and | adherents ; and one 
mode by which they effect it is, by 
various ſubiects, the ideas of in- 
tolerance, bigotry, and narrowneſs 
of mind. The oppoſite virtues they 
aſcribe to their own ſect, as can- 
: dour, liberality, the ſpirit of diſ- 
_ cuſſion, and an exemption from 
every human prejudice ; and ſuch 
(as I have before remarked) are | 
the effects of invective, and aſſer- 
tion frequently repeated, that thoſe 


U 


preciſe notions of what theſe. ope- 
rative terms imply, and who have 
not learned the neceſſity of aſeer- 
taining their due application by a 


ſteady appeal to facts, are apt to 
admit both the juſtice of the im- 
putations which this ſect of phi- 
loſophers make, and of the preten- 
ſions to which they aſpire. 


? 


Jo the youthful, every thing 
which appears open, and generous, 
is ſo agreeable, every thing which 
conveys the idea of narrowneſs, 


concealment, or deceit, is ſo ob- 
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gokidus at they Aiterulby beooihe 

aſhamed of their religion, and feel 
aba led at 
men of liberal . and ex- 
tended ne, 


RF. 


1 — eaſy to ſee the perni- 


_cious conſequences to which this 


willlead; the horror which a youn g 
man of that age feels, is the hor- 


ror of being unknown, and unad- 


mixed; he cannot wait to think of 
diſtant conſequences, the eclat of 
diſbelief is too tempting for him, 

and he becomes a deiſt; a little 


time elapſes, and from the ſame 


their faith, before theſe 
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ing to extend) inveſtigation, he be- 


gins to call in queſtion a ſuperin- 
| tending Providence, and a ſenſe of 
right and wrong; and deſcending 
through a long train of theories 
ſubſides into a ſtate of con ple 
ſcepticiſm, upon every qu 

his to be ſeen 
without affliction? a young: man 
ſanding on the threſhold of life, 
and juſt going into all the buſineſs | 
of the world with a heart in which 
every principle of right and wrong 
is thoroughly ſhaken and impaired? 


whatſoever. Is 


If not deſtined for great offices in 
public life, yet he is a brother, a 
ſon,” a friend; he is to be a huſ- 
ſome muſt truſt him, and ſome 
muſt love him. Call it bigotry, and 

cover theſe notions with mockery 
and deriſion; but I ſay it would be 
better for this young man, that 
the work of death were going on 
within him, that the ſtrength, and 
the roſe 8 of his youth were f ading 
away, and that he were waſting 
wept by his friends, and pitied by 


hild ren; 
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effects, let us examine on what 
foundation theſe high· minded pre. 
tences reſt, and whether there be 
any ſet of men who have a right 
to conſider themſelves as ſo far ad- 
vanced beyond 
irit of wiſdom; and | 
n upon the reſt of man- 
anger, and contempt. 
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chriſtianity, I am very far a 
from including in my obſervations if 


every perſon of this deſcription. 
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deem to odd * LY 
berrations of human reaſon ;. evi- 


able talents, and fincerity 3 to us 


- 7 N 1 
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tion with that candid and inveſti: 
gating ſpirit w 
ſpects, with an amiable and prin- 
cipled modeſty, the common be- 
lief of mankind on this topic, how- 
ever it may differ from: his own 
particular perſuaſion; whoever 
uld rather conceal what he con- 
iders. to be an exemption from 
talent in himfelf, than weaken any 
one religious reſtraint, or impair 
any one virtuous principle in the 
boſom of any one human being; 1 

who ver believes it is ron for. 
2D 


ich its extreme im- 195 
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a cas fo be — 
preſſed with the truth of his reli- 

gion, without forfeiting all pre- 
tenſions to ſincerity, to talent, and 


to learning; againſt ſuch a man I 


am not now lifting up my voice; 
may God enlighten his darkneſs, 
and NIE 1 FRE" ; S 0 is 


ing to ih our; who; in all WER 
common intercourſe of life, obtrude 
upon you their blaſphemy, and 
their ſcepticiſm, who pant to tell 
you they have no God; and are 
reſtleſs till they have -convinced 
you. they have m rled under . 


\ 


4 51 4 


= " Sa every a hope, and every. 


Gm reſtriction in life; who think 


that a few filly pleaſantries, and 


lender. arguments, are a ſufficient 


7 preparation to decide on theſe 


proofs of a future life; men who 
(while they think they have mo- 


lized all liberal ſentiment and 


acute inquiry). have made a fac- 


tion 2 in morals, a who. are perſecut- 
ing in their toleration, bigotted in 


their liberality, and furious in their 
moderation. Theſe are the men 

who have made the very name of 
| philoſophy a term of reproach ; 
who have been the caule, that the 


Di 


heard without a ſneer of ſuſpicion; 
theſe are they, who have deſtroy- 
ed, in the maſs of mankind, all ve- 
neration for the labours of ſpecu- 
lative wiſdom; Who | have r : 
put back the world, and di : 
ed every rational hope of 1 improve- 1 
ment; and by brin ging the Whole 7 
bealing art into diſrepute, have 
made men cleave to their ulcers, 
and their pains, and hudder at 
the hand which is held out to of- 
fer them relief. =— 
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reli gious, thoſe! ſectaries 
a very copious uſe of hif- 
tory ; they can from thence ſhow, 

that there was a period when men 
were utterly debarred from all 
freedom of opinion upon religious 
ſubjects, when this intolerance was 
- manifeſted in the moſt cruel per. 


_—_— —— 4 

p mor „ 

RE LO 
e 
P 


2 
1 n 


* — — — 25 D 
De pn ene 
2 oy 


* — — «+ 
- RAS 2 : 
- 7 - po m__— - 
5 = 


ſecutions, by an artful, and ambi- 
tious priefthood, who eee and 
0 whe en the world. 
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II ele facts my be true; but 

they do not juſtify the inferences 
which are drawn from them. on | 
every thing is to be con 


D iij 


bad in itſelf Which is capable of 
being abuſed; liberty, wealth, ' 
learning, and power, ought rather 5 
to be the objeas of our averſion 
than our choice. Every prin- 
ciple has been at times perverted ; | 
every good inſtitution has been 
gradually elaborated from the ſuf- | 
ferings and afflictions of the world: 
man, doubly wretched, flowly toils 
on to perfection, earning his bread 
by the ſweat of his brow, and his 
wiſdom by the ſorrows of his t 


but 1 it mp 3 is * 
theſe hiſtorical imputations, theſe 


he principle and practice 

ſent day; a day in which 

nſions of every claſs/ of 

men are kept in due bounds by 


and every one is left to worſhip | [ 

according to his own ideas f | 
truth? The object is not to ſhow / 1 
what » eſtabliſhments have been, = | 
and what Chriſtianity has been, in | 
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dark ages, but to ſnow the natural 
ſpirit, and tendency of both. If it 

thing in the Chriſtian religion ne- 

ceſſarily connected with bigotry, 
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ral. and we 


chroniſm more 


ſnall ſay, that 
is conjecture, the medical art em- 


law a ſyſtem of inge 
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the true ims wholeſome' terror 'of 
a God; who have no bes utiful, and 
claſſical theory of morals to ſubſti- 
tute in its place, but who, if they 
are not Chriſtians, muſt be wild 
beaſts. Theſe are the dangers which 


now threaten us; we have not at 


preſent to fear that we ſhall be 
manacled by ſuperſti 
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from heaven to earth, ſhould be 


broken in ſunder, and not one link ; 


of it __ be found. EFT 
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ledge, evinced by an ardent and 


able purſuit of it, there can ſurely 


be nothing to exclude the firm be- 
liever in Chriſtianity from every 
honourable diſtinction which, this 
a ppellation can convey. The ſub- 
ject which engages his attention, is 


unqueſtionably ſuperior in import- 


ance to every other which can en- 


gage the wit of man. The proſe- 
ution of it involves wide hiſtorical 


reſearch, much curious, and deli- 
cate examination of evidence, much 15 


labour, and many vigils of the mind; 


and he who . gets up from theſe 
c ſtudies a ſincere Chriſtian, is, for 
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ought 1 know, as much a Philo 
pher as the hoary atheiſt who has 
ſtudied away his ſoul, has. el: bo- 
borated his theory of annihilation 
from whole libraries, and given up 
one life to diſcover there is no o- 
ther. 2 

A great many human beings 
muſt take their religion upon truſt; 
few have leiſure; and few talents 
for ſpeculative inquiries; but let 
me alk, which is the more com- 
mendable and noble? To believe 
in Chriſtianity: without proc 
| diſbelieve in it without proof? A 
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Tar 


modeſt coincidence with received 


opinions above our faculties, or an 


affected contempt of them? Whe⸗ 


ther there is a more diſguſting ſpec- 


tacle than arrogant mediocrity ? 


Whether we cannot more eaſily al- 
low for that inclination which bends 


towards a religion of comfortable 
promiſe, than that which leans to 


a ſyſtem of cold deſpondeney ? 
Whether there is not ſomething 
pleaſant in ſeeing our tellow-crea+ 
_ tures cling to a faith which ar- 
And if it is not afflicting to behold 
hat depraved appetite for miſery 
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to yield up their aſſent to a ſyſtem 
of incredulity, without being ac- 
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the reaſons on which it is founded? 


quainted in the ſmalleſt degree v 
Thoſe who are ſo fond of pre- 
ferring the charge of bigotry a- 
gainſt the Chriſtians, ſnould remem- 
ber hov 
to our opinions is interwoven in our 
conſtitution, and how much more 
| likely it is to diſplay itſelf upon 
ſubjects of ſuch extreme import- 

ance as that of religion; whoever 

has made Chriſtianity his rule of 


intimately this attachment 
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in the next, whole original convic- 
deen ſtrengthened by ha- 
bit, and warmed by devotion, and 
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can bear in this tenor of mind, to 
hear chat he has been believing in 
a fable, that his labour is loſt, and 
his hope illuſive; whoe ver can bear 
to hear theſe aſſerti e 
cuſs them without tranſgreſſing the 
rules of candour, poſſeſſes the love 
of truth in a degree truly inimit- 
im purſuit of it. 
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Hitigation, the want of candour is 
ſo offenſive. in- a Chriſtian, tut 
ſhall we ſay to that moſt extraor- | 
dinary of all charac rs, a bipotted | 
ſceptic? who reſiſts the force of 
proof where he has every tempta · 
tion to be convinced, who ought 
to ſigh for refutation, and to bleſs 
the man who has reaſoned him to 
flence? Bigotry in him is the pure 
unadulterated vice; it is not the 
fear of loſing an opinion on which 


his happineſs depends, s but the fea 


of lofing an opinion, merely b 
_ cauſe it is an opinion; and this is the 
very eſſence of obſtinacy and pride. 
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e mer pretend to nothing, 
the world are indulgent to their 


over the reſt of mankind; that they 


perfectly fret from: thoſe fa alts 
which they ſo liberally imputs to 

ce, bigotry, aun 4s 
liberality, are bad enough in their 


ample fate; but when men of len- 
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feelings, and defpiſe the u 
of ſuch- of their fellow- 
ereatutes wle ha ve ff Bell their faith 
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in an amiable and benevolent reli- 
gion, we are called upon by com- 
mon ſenſe, and by common ſpirit, 
to reſiſt, and to i rhis * 

naſty of fools. | 


| To thoſe, great men on whom 
God has breathed a larger portion 
of his ſpirit, and ſent into the world 
to enlarge the empire of talents, 
and of truth, mankind will ever 
pay a loyal obedience; they are our 
natural leaders, they are the pil- 
lars of fire which brighten the dark- 
neſs of the night, and make ſtraight 
the paths of the wilderneſs, they 


muſt move on before us; but wh ile 
: to our natural yene- 
: ration for great talents, ; let us not 
miſtake laxity for liberality, the in- 
delicate boldneſs of a froward diſ- 
| poſition, for the graſping. ſtrength 
and impulſive curioſity of an origi- 

nal mind ; let us ſteadily diſcoun- 
 tenance.the efforts of bad men, and 
of ſhallow men, to darken the di- 
ſtinctions betw-een right, and wrong; 
to bring into ridicule, and contempt, 


we give 4001 


the religion of their country; and 


to o gratify ſome popular talent at + 


the ee of the deareſt e, 
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terms of alarm; and ſome 
tlon for alarm, in truth, 
be; but the danger i "A that the 
World ſhould again fall under the 
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inion- of men who will dictate 
a peculiar r belief, but of men who 
will prohibit all belief, who will en- 


 incredulity with monaſtic ri 


ben altern nan 


e fot." be Sanger, mer 
havin g eſcaped from one age of 
Qarkneſs, where nothing wascalle 
in queſtion, we ſhalt fall into ano- 

1 8 where very thing iv di 0 uſſod; . 
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aſſigned to human ret 


x 1 


1 down the natural Fenn to vio- 
| lence,” and who have ſuch an ex- 
quiſite tact for truth; that they can 
extract it pure from the fury and 
miſrepreſentation of all parties, are 
we to look for our barrier againſt 
the danger with Wach we appear 
to be threatened. To ſuch men, 
this madneſs of ineredul ty,and luft 
of doubt, will be a matter of uni- 
form reſiſtance, and profound re- 
gret; they will know that the path = 
alñgn ſon, though 
lofty, is. limited, and they will figh 5 
over her preſent exceſs, as well as ; 


. 


4 


her original imbecility; as the ſteady 
friends of human nature, they will 


never believe that the cauſe of real 
improvement is advanced by men 


Who are neither profound in the 


theory of religion, nor pure in its 


practice; againſt ſuch men they will 


bend the brow, and ſhut the heart, 
and exert the real authority they 


Poſſeſs 1 in the world, To put to 


filence the lips which cruelly, dif- 


dainfully, and deſpitefully, ook 
againſt the righteous.” F 80 
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Daughter, thy fins are 
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PREACHED BEFORE THE SCOTCH MAGDA- 


cure of profound forrow 


a pi 
vir 


Behold a 


H little 


4rtuous 
more in 
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5 which Was a ſinner, when. me kw 
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chat Jeſus ſat at meat, ſtood be- 
hind him weeping, and began to 
Waſh his feet wih by 
did wipe them with the hairs of 
her head, and kiſſed his feet, and 
anointed them with ointment; and 
he turned to the woman, and ſaid 
to Simon, „ Seeſt thou this wo- 
man? I entered into thine hou le, 


ar tears, | and 


thou gaveſt me no water for my 
feet; but hath waſhed my feet 
with her tears, and dried them with 
the hairs of her head. Thou gaveſt 
me no kiſs: but this woman, ſince , 
the time I came in, hath not ceaſed 
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here is ſomething in the f 3 
row of this poor, unkn n, 
which is touching and ſublime. 
A delicate ſpirit, aba ed with the 
wiſdom and purity of Jeſus, a low- 
tineſs which forbade lam 
a remorſe which preclu 
a heart broken with o_— 
and "inward ſhame. She fad no- 


thing, ſhe had no — merey, 
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; the days when ſhe was inno- 
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POS unhappy, and 
males from a micianainatels of life, 


of the inſtitution. 9 
rious to know the reſult, and I will 
lay it before you with the greateſt 
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e them to habits of induſtry, 
e them to their families, 
— them to a ſenſe of re- 
It is nearly two years ſince 
this: Society was firſt founded; and 
during that time forty-four women 
have been admitted to the Went 


| candour. In ſome women the ha 


bits of vice have been found . 


A. 2 
d . 


„ 


2 fn, that it was not poſſi- 
ble to eradicate. them; ſuch. have 
of courſe been diſmiſſed from the | 
aſylum, though by no means whol- 
ly abandoned: The ſalvation of a 
fellow-creature has been always 


deemed by thoſe who  ſuperintend _ 
this inſtitution, as much too ſacred = 
an object to be given up, while ac- 
tivity could ſuggeſt a ſingle ef- 
bort, which reaſon could ſanction. 

"Ri 1 have the a pleaſure 
in in affuring you, that the cares of 
the ne have been eminentiy 
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be abandoned to their fate; and 


that to take ſo lively an intereſt in 
the ſituation, and cire 


proper in itſelf, nor encouraging to 
aſe who are virtuous, and good 
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ſtances of 
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| Ca for the individual ſuf- 


ities, wad. accurat 
future g , and evil, but from ig- 
norance, ak notions of duty, bad 


c ® 1 


But if it were true, that a faci- 


lity to eſcape from the miſeries of 


80 POO as ari inducement to 
Ly to exclude all 


ferer, and render wretchedneſs co- 


eval with life, for the ſake of pub- 
lic example? Vice does not origi- 


nate from computation of probabi- | 
at adjuſtment of 


at the mind, and dan- 


Let us advert to the real facts. 


-A\ 


t 


A poor young creature, allured 
from the country, perhaps, by idle 
dreams of. wealth, and ambition, is 5 
placed in the middle of a large 
town; far removed from her pa- 
rents, and her friends, and expoſed ; 


to every temptation which the moſt 
infamous artifices can ſuggeſt.» Bad 
muſt he be indeed, who would think 
to palliate a crime here in the face 
of God, and the people; but feel- 
ing, as 1 do, moſt deeply for the 
poor women, whoſe: cauſe I have 
undertaken, it is my. duty to bring 
to your remembrance, thoſe cir- - 
- BY cumſtances which fixed their ill 
F ij 


4 8 


fated geting and made them what 
they are, the daughters of afſliction; 
W ; A" to Gods and 


. It is no imaginary picture I paint 
to you, but the erimes of real life. 
I repeat again, that t e moſt attro- 
cious artifices are daily put in prac: 
_ tice againſt the lower claſs of wo- 

men, and by men in whom reli- 
gion, education, and rank in life, 
ought to have infuſed far other 
a principles of honour , dignity, and 
ampaſſion ; who, beſides all other 
conſiderations, ought to know, that 


, 
he who ſacrifices the innocence of 
a woman, who looks up to her cha- 
racer, and her labour for honeſt 
ſupport, gives up a human creature 
to want, and to crime, to untimely 
depravity, and to early death. 
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The tender age of many of theſe 

poor creatures, is a eireumſtancce 

pleads powerfully to your 

fice of pr verty, is the 

fource of many vices, as it ought 
to'be of 'much indulgence to the 
lower claſſes of mankind.” At the 

very period when the child requires 
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5 the REIN the is com ad led 
: quit her home for new and-danger- 
ſcenes, and is left to her own 
fatal guidance, at the moſt per 
moment · uf life. There are women 
in this Society of fifteen and ſixteen 
years of -age, fit objects truly of | 
that pious compaſſion they have 
moved, and that fatherly protec- 
tion they have received. Thus, 
while the human body ſlowly toils 
on to its laſt ſtature, and the ſoul 
late unfolds its power, and ĩts might, 
every bad paſſion is ſwift to in- 
creaſe, and before nathre has fi- 


40us 


aud ner Won vice hav funk it 


05 res feel leſs 1 for theſe wo- 
men, perhaps, | becauſe you ; aſſo- 
ciate to their former life, riot, extra- 
vagance, and mad luxury; rather 
aſſociate to ĩt the feelings of infamy, 
of hunger, of remorſe, of houſeleſs, 
friendleſs, and unpitied want. The 
fufferings of the reſpectable poor 
are bad enough; but if you will 
fathom to the loweſt the miſery of 

our nature, look to the union of 

poverty, and vice. Behold the dy- 
ing proſtitute, ſo j joyous once, and' 
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her in ſome diſmal receſs of 1 
crowded city, flowly yielding up 


lies this poor forgotten ereature, 


| ee of eee or 


counſel of friends; rn 8 you 


ſee. ber face 


and her limbs withered with dif 


eaſe, and. her dwelling loathſome 


5 


idle tear, ſhe is maſtered by an un- 
known ſpirit within, and ſinks ſad- 
_ down to her long, and 2 


as theſe, ſou 
policy, and eee, ne unite to 


n If laws give efficacy to 


nals, morals give efficacy to lars; 


and i 105 is rather, perhaps, i in the dis- 
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go to increaſe the ſum © 
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ferings, in proceſs of time, ſo la- 
mentable;that,confidered 
become an object of 
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ſet 
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a ſtate? or who ſhall allign dne | 
_ reformation ſhall ſtop, and the bad 


preciſe limits where t 


be abandoned? If education 


been tried in vain, we will ſet to 


work the great engine of repent- 
ance, which reſts upon experience, 
and model afreſh t the human mind 
ſoftened by al 


to, rather than their ductility; and 


it is more common to puniſh than 
reclaim: A ſuppoſed neceſſity alone 


can juſtify this rough amelioration 


of mankind ; but the voluntary las 


bours of the truely go 


affliction, - The fears 
of | mankind are in eee ee, | 
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time ſince into the Society, 


who, in conſequence of the infa. 


er ſhe had incurred, 


bad been wholly. abandoned by | 


her 


poor, but reſpectable parents; 
for. above four years. You all 


know the extreme care with which 


he. poor people attend to the reli. 
gious, and moral education of their 
nn. in how ow of the world; 


A young female was received 
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they he 


[94 ] 
ol your hearts, anticipate the 


feelings of two poor villagers as 
they ſpeculated on the future pro- 
ſpects of their late beloved inmate, 


their fears for her ſafety, their 
humble ambition, their hope that 
d not in vain ſuffered unt 
for her improvement, their ardent 
prayer to Almighty God for their 
child. Not to dwell upon inter- 


mediate ſcenes, by the interfer- 


: ence of the Society, the father a- 


greed to receive his de ughter, and 


| they were brought together; ; the | 


ap \ppearance of each juſt before they 
met, was wonderfully impreſſive. 
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In the ahid 
the deepeſt contrition, and hu 
on at flows! of 


port rbation dicks: bordered. on 


| WII {3 4 In the 
I there Was an | ho neſt 


of anger; - it was wan to ſee 


how much his compaſſion ruled 
over every other feeling of his 
nind. Such was the intereſting 
appearance of theſe poor people 


before they met; but when they f 


ſaw each other, there was no ſhame, 
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to you in 3 in ſuch a cauſe as 
this? Will you ſuffer ſuch a noble 
and rational charity to periſh. now 


at its birth? Will you turn back 
theſe half reclaimed women, when 


you have taught them the full 


meaſure of their fin, and wretched. 


neſs? Or, if a human being ſays 


to you, I am doing wrong; I am 


finning againſt God, and man; I 


am wretched ; I know. not where 
to turn; pity me, and ſhow me 
the paths of eternal life; will you 


drive back the penitent to her ſins, 
and rage with all the fe 


law, and cenſure, when you have 


ity of 
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refuſed the benefit of preventi e 
inſtruction? VVV!!! 


+ 4 to you for hours 
on this charity; but I have the 
firmeſt reliance on that rational | 
goodneſs, ſo characteriſtic of this 
a and before which no true 
object of miſery ever preſented * 
ſelf in vain. Let me beg of you 
to take the nature, and views of 
this Society into your moſt ſerious 
conſideration, and only to promote 
them as in your cool judgment 

you ſhall deem them important to 
| the intereſt of true religion, and 
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ſocial EAT ER ak ſanctioned, as I 
moſt firmly believe them to be, by 
every moral probability of ſucceſs. 


But do not truſt to the faded im- 


preſſions of repreſentation: Scenes 


of moral im provement are always 


gratifying, and always inſtructive; 
view with your own eyes. the ſtrict 
order, and decency which pervades 5 
this inſtitution; converſe with the 


humble penitents, and hear what 


th 


hopes! of immortality ira The 


6 ij 


f y will tell you of the horrors from 
which they have been reſcued, of 
their preſent | comfort, and their 
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moſt delicate and amiable woman 
need not bluſh to eountenance 
with her pteſenee, this -ſchool of 
moral emendation : To be noticed 
by their ſuperiors in rank, animates 
the exertions of theſe women, and 


 lightens the taſk of reforniation ; 


and there is ſomething in the fight 
of living purity (ſuch as it does of- 
ten live in gentle, and gracious wo- "I 
men), that makes the he art wiſer, 
and better in an inſtant, than the 
moſt ſpirited harangues on the na- 
tare, and glowing deſcriptions of 
the excellence of virtue. 


. 


b 0 1 


My fellow Chriſtians, and m 
brothers, hear now my laſt werds 
before you quit this ſolemn place, i 


and return to the huſineſs, and buſ- 


tle of the world: Half A century 
will | fcarce elapſe, and every being 


here preſent will be dead; new 
men, and new events will occupy 
the world, and the dreaded pit of 
oblivion will ſhut over us all, Is 
the thought of an hereafter dear 


to you? Is it your care to meet 


the great God with good deeds? 
Have pity then on theſe forlorn 


women; for if you have no pity 
on them, they will ſpeedily be for- 
5 1 „ 
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ſaken by all: lay up a ſweet re- 
membrance for the evil day; and 
know, that the beſt mediation with 
God Almighty, the Father, and 
his Son of mercy, and love, is the 
prayer of a human being whom 

you have ſaved from perdition. . 
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ON THE PREDISPOSING CAUSES TO THE RE. 
. CEPTION OF REPUBLICAN OPINIONS. 
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| Behold he danaeh with miſchief, 
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finitely more rare, than thoſe who 
decide by the mere appearance of 
things are inclined to believe. Ex- | 
cept on queſtions. of pure ſcience, 

it is hardly poſſible to ſuppoſe the 
mind poiſed in a juſt equilibrium, 


and feeling, in the lively balance 


of reaſon, the weight of claſhing 


G ll 


T 104 J 


arguments and of contending ſy. 
tems. Early aſſociations, preſent 
feelings, and future hopes, adul- 
terate the beſt p1 dduRtions of hu- 
man reaſon ; and every pride, and 
every paſſion, can ſhroud itſelf in 
the garb of truth, and baffle the 
mon and mock at the wil. 


It is, then, a matter of ſovereign | 
NOT? before we decide 


and the peace of the world, to 
make a wiſe,%and virtuous pauſe, 


and review, with an honeſt ſeveri 
ty, thoſe peculiarities of diſpoſition, 
ſituation, and education, which 
may communicate an unfair bias 
to the mind, and induce us to de- 
cide, not as the truth of . is, 


but as we are ourſelves. 


Upon wels . I dai 
to examine the prediſpoſing cauſes 
ts republican opinions, and to en- 

notions proceed as frequently from 
| motives. of paſſion, and pride on 


from cautious ata and wide 
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It has been often ſaid, that the 
pulpit ought not to be the vehicle 
of politics. If by politics is meant 
the ſubordinate queſtions of politics, 
domeſtic, and foreign arrangements, 
and that ſcience of the ſtreets which 
every filly. man pretends to know 
by intuition, unqueſtionably with 
theſe follies, the pulpit is wholly 
unconcerned: But when the pre- 
ference between forms of govern- 
ment ſwells into a great moral, and 
religious queſtion ; when the hor- 
rible criſis of the times is ſuch, that 
a few more years may arm every 
needy murde rer, ang every meta- 
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phyſfical fanatic, with weapons, and 
with theories, and the dreadful 
̃ work of ſlaughter, and legiſlation 

may begin; is this no theme for 
the pulpit? Are individual, and mi- 
nute queſtions in morals to be diſ- 
cuſſed in this place, and the great, 
and parent queſtion, whether mo- 
rality and religion ſhall exiſt in any 
ſhape, and under any modification, | 
to be paſſed over? Shall we ſtop to 
| cry out on leſſer evils, when every 
holy barrier is burſt, when all the 
chains of paſſion are ſnapt in ſunder, 
when every foul vice has broken 
| from the tombs of hell, and ſtalks 


5 


L e 


over ths earth in e broad face of 
noon? 


It will be urged, perhaps, that I 
am attaching an imaginary, rather 
| than à real evil; that the advocates 
| for republicaniſm are fo extremely | 
few, and ſo perfectly inconfider- | 
able; that they are hardly deſerv- | 
ing of notice; and that Engliſh- 
men, taught by the dreadful ex- 
ample of Franee, have abandoned 
their crude admiration of revolu- 
"tions, and ralbed round their go- 
| t, rn: We and their 
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There is ſomething ſo pleaſing in 
this ſuppoſition, that I moſt cor- 
dially wiſh it were in my power to 
accede to it ; but alas! filence is 
not conviction: there are, I dread; 
many men on whom the decided 
temper of the times has forced a 
face of acquieſcence, who are on- 
ly waiting for a moment of public 
misfortune to recoil upon their 
country, and glut a paſſion for 
change, and for deſtruction, which 
has become doubly terrible from 
the cravings of reſentment, andthe 
fury of reſtraint. T here are dic. 
eaſes which never ſtrive with the 
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firm fleſh, and healthy blood, but 
wait for the emaciation, andadver- . 
fity of the body, that they may 
ruſh in, and embitter the bitterneſs, 
and quicken the ſwiftneſs of death. 


At the ſame time, 1 am well a- 
ware, there are many men of ad- 
mirable talents, and approved in- 
tegrity, who have unj uſtly incur- 
red the charge of republicaniſm; 
© who have underſtandings too com- 
prehenſive not to ridicule the fol- 
lies, and hearts too good not to 
ſnudder at the enormities of ſuch a 
| ſyſtem, But the real fact is, the 
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maſs of mankind have been ſo 


thoroughly alarmed by the progreſs 
of this evil, and the total ſubyer- 
ion of all human happineſs has | 
been ſo imminently threatened, | 
and ſo nearly accompliſhed, that 
the feelings of the public on this 
ſubje& ought not only to be ex- 
cuſed, but reſpected. It is hardly 
ſufficient now, that men ſnhould not 
be actuated by this motive z 3 but 
| they ſhould not, by an inattention 
to forms, and decencies, expoſe 
themſelves to the imputation. E- 
very. worthy member of the com- 
munity ought to ſacrifice the pride 
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| Araine; to the eonfld. 
arduous and ſacred Feonteſtin which 
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Mach is ics about iboralicy Xz 
and it is truly to he wiſhed, that 
the activity which ſuppteſſes a great 

evil, were more compatible with 
that cool diſcrimination whic 
curately marks its "confines, "But 
candour is the offspring of peace, 
ad ſecurity, and is nearly allied 
to indifference z mankind muſt be 
rouſed to guard againſt ſuch an 
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tion, the tranquil virtues are ſoon 


put to flight. But the ſame over- 


heated imagination which magni- 


ies a danger, guards againſt it more 
tually; the jealouſy which de- 


on where it never exiſt- 


on defeats-it where it really is in 


force; and this ſuſpicion, ſo much 
complained of, though it be the 
cauſe of particular inquietude, is 
5 the great ſource of publ. 
It is eaſy to join in a romantic with 


for the greater diffuſion of philo- 
ſophy ; but, conſtituted. as men are, 
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d fear are in full mo- 
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we muſt take the good with the 
appendant bad; and if we owe our 
protection to the virtue, we muſt 
not quarrel with the fault. 1 PR RIG 


There lie at the bottom of all | 
_ vaſt communities, a numerous ſect | 
of men, of open, or diſguiſed po- 
verty, who have loſt in the fink of 


quenched every particle of God in 
voluptuous enormities, and crimes; 
baſe, bad men, who prey upon in- 
duſtry, and hate virtue; who would 
tear down the decencies, and pol- 
lute the innocence of life, that they 


[- 28s 1 


Jo 


might make mankind as wretched 
as nw; and ſpread the hor- 


paſſions, and 
ulgence. Here is 


eee. in 
the firſt nucleus of all revolutions : 
it matters not whether the object 
be to enſlave the people, or to free 
them; to give them up to another's | 
tyranny, or to the more cruel do- 
minion of their own folly ;- to e- 
ſtabliſh a deſpotiſm, or a democra- 
cy. In all revolutions there is 
plunder, and change; and here are 
the hordes of aſſaſſins, and robbers, 
the tools of political violence, tu- 

tored by their ancient pleaſures, 


1 ij 
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- and their preſent. diſtreſs, to cal. 
| Jous inhumanity, and boundleſs ra- 
pine. This ſource of republican- 
m needs but very little comment; 
the cure of ſuch an evil falls under 
that general law of ſelf defence, 
by which we cruſh a venomous 
reptile, or ſlaughter a beaſt of prey. 
No other argument can, here be 
of the ſmalleſt i importance, but the 
argument of brute force, . de- 
termined W | 


The adn i, the evil has 
crept in amongſt men of educa- 
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duns of le; ee eee ils 
v pad _ eget Wen who 


individual - nals and- "mat 

more by what they are, than by 
What they ſay; and who add all 
the force of character to the bitter- 
neſs of eternal invective, and un- 


Upon the - ſibject af re dime 
iſm itſelf, I do not mean to offer 
any thing. This topic has been 
ſo thoroughly ſifted, that it would 
be ufeloſ, and ireſo . 


— 
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to throw an y new light upon it. 

I concern myſelf only with"thoſe | 
cauſes | which prediſpoſe the arid: 
to the reception of ſuch extrava- 


7 


gant en EA 


Amon git theſe, one of the moſt 
common is vanity: A young man 
in ſome of the higher profeſſions, 
becomes fluent in technical phraſes, 
and ſkilful in technical buſineſs ; 

| he acquires ſome degree of conſi- 

deration in the little technical cir- 

cle 1 in which he lives, and taſtes, 
for the firſt time, the ſweets of diſ- 
tinction, and praiſe: inſtantly he 


＋ wv. H 


becomes to: himſelf a creature of 
unlimited importance, a concealed 


treaſure; and- careleſs of that par- 
tial pre-eminence, which he con- 


fiders ſo much leſs than his real 
right, he paints to himſelf liſten- 


ing ſenates, and applauding peo- 
ple; and isan orator, a demagogue, 
and a ſtateſman. , 


8 


It may ſeem trifling to attribute 


ſo great a crime to ſo light a vani- 
ty; but if we were to trace the 
origin of republican opinions in 


many individuals, before they were 


fixed by habit, and oppoſition, I 1 
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- gau, powers z and no two ideas 
in . united than 
C y, and e „In the 
- firſt half of IG acne: in all its 

various ſhapes is unqueſtionably 


the great moving paſtion-; and it 
is, perhaps, i in the firſt half of life 
that theſe ideas more peculiarly 
prevail. As a man multiplies his 
relations, and takes a firmer root 
in ſociety, as he aſſumes the new 
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is an unap- 

priated region in the univerſe 
of knowledge. Thoſe ſciences with 
which the e can 
fere, are 
able only by * am wo reflec 
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tions; awhile; hind are not many 
young men who doubt of their a- 
bility to make a conſtitution, or to 
govern a kingdom. At the ſame 
time, there cannot, perhaps, be a 
more decided proof of a ſuperficial 
underſtanding, than the deprecia- 
tion of thoſe difficulties: which are 
inſeparable from the ſcience of go- 
To know well the lo- 
cal, and the natural man; to track 
the ſilent march of human affairs; 


vernment. 


to ſeize, with happy intuition, on 
thoſe great laws which regulate the 
proſperity. of em pires; to reconcile 
principles to circumſtances, and be 
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o wiſer thaw: che times will per- 


mit; to antieipate the effects of e- 


very ſpeculation upon the entangled 


of real life; and to follow out the 
magnificent theorems of the ſenate 
to the daily comforts of the cottage; 


is a taſk which they will fear moſt, 
who know it beſt ; a taſk in which 
the great, and the good have fail- 


ed, and which it is not only wiſe, 


but pious, and juſt 1 in common men 
% ²˙· X 
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There! is 2 nb ets of Jiſpoks ; 
tion, favourable to the reception of 
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Many Pepi wid ure ck ſcious, 
and juftly conſcious, of merit, are 
Diſpoſed" to che reception” of r 
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himſelf in the moſt eligible man- 


ner. The world unfortunately mea- 
ſure by one ſcale, and the indivi- 
dual by another; and diſappoint- 
ment is always attributed to the 
injuſtice of thoſe who. confer repu- 
tation, rather than the overrated 
pretenſions of him who ſeeks it. 
In this way, the natural diſcontent 


iſm, that great modern epidemic 


which ftands ready-for eyery un- 
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inction; and the praiſe of 


their ROO 


b : But as eminence can but 
be the lot of a few, patience of ob- 


ſcurity is a duty which we owe not 
more to our on happineſs, than 
to the quiet of the world at large. 


Give a looſe, if you are young, and 


3 you; - ; meaſure yourle if wth 
your equals; nd learn, from fre» 
anne com petition; the en which 


it no mean battle, Fins ſtrive 


hard ; ſtrengthen thy ſoul to the 
fearch of truth, and follow that 
a | 

kon- thee on beyond the wa 


the world, to ſomething better than 
man has yet done: It may be, thou 
| ſhalt-burſ out into- light, and glory, 5 


at the laſt: but if frequent * 
| convince you of that mediocrity 


_ nature. whick 1 is incompatible with 


tre of excellence which 'bec- 
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5 whoſe minds the different 

ſociety are conſidered to be in a 

ſtate of effentiat A" againſt 
Ap man is neceſ- 
| Garily an eee man, and a ri. 
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are any where applicable or neceſ. 
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are peculiarly ſo; for as miſery in- 
creaſes with vice, and diffipation 
extinguiſhes charity, the poor ſuf- 
fer more, and meet with leſs re- 
lief, at leaſt with leſs of that kind 
of relief which proceeds from the 
exertions, and interference of indi- 
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pected, but from every one Whoſe 


faith teaches, and whoſe fortune 


enables him to be humane. 1 have | 
touched on this point, becauſe ſuch 5 
an opinion, though too abſurd to be 
openly avowed, is not too abſurd 
for that erude, and haſty pallia- 


conſcience that we cannot ſatisfy. 
I have only to beg your atten- 

tion to this one remark, with which 

1 ſnall conclude. | Let us always 


remember that every charity is 
ſhort lived, and inefficacious, which 
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is meant to excite the feelings 
of sratitude; but this will meet 


with its termination: in its diſap⸗ 


pointment. There is a charity 
which flows from the romantic fic- 
tion of humble virtue, a and inno- 
cence in diſtreſs > but this will be. 
ſoon diſguſted by low artifice, and. 
ſcared by brutal vice. The cha- 
rity which proceeds from oltenta- 
tion, can exiſt no longer than when — 
its motives remain undetected. 
That charity alone endures, which 
flows-from a ſenſe of duty, and a : 
b in God. This is the charity 
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well be explained without the ſup- 
poſition of ſomething improbable, 


or the belief of ſomething miracu- 
culous. | 


To that bigoted ſcepticiſm which 


profeſſes to correct the errors .of 
| Chriſtianity without refinin g . 


ſelf, it can be of little uſe to ad- 
dreſs any argument. Every plea 
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ſelf which produced is converſion. | 
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40. of adi benevolence, better 


« than the world has ever yet 


known, has ſprung from this 


high ſource ; that you yourſelf 


s are to be eternally happy here- 


« after, if you will increaſe | the 
% happineſs of your fellow-crea- 
« tures here; and that the price 


1 Of immortality is benevolence. 


With theſe intentions, and theſe 


«4 dodrines, I have a right to your 
< ſerious attention. I have a right 


4 to that manly candour, which 
«, cruſhes at once every little gra- 


« tification of vanity, or prejudice, 
10 5 incompatible with truth; that 


deen s it more ſhameful to per- 
* fevere in an error than to ac- 
knowledge it; and follows with 
obe lience (wherever they 
« may lead), the wry en 
* of reaſon.” „ Nis 


. 
Fx * 
* * 


"Whoever examines the conver- 
ſion of St. Paul in the frame and 
temper of mind here required, 

will meet, perhaps, with ſomething 
that will ſtagger his infidelity, mo- 
derate his contempt for Chriſtiani- 
ty, and induce him to re view, and | 
recall his decided convidtio! on of 


3 


its ſpurious _ 


the treatment which Chriſt, his 
diſciples,” and converts, experien- 

ced from the Jews, would, if other 
pProofs were ; wanting, "ſufficiently 
convince us of the tenacious adhe- 
fion of that people to the religion 
. of their anceſtors, and how ſoon 

their watchful Jealouſy on this ſub- 

ject would break out into eruel 
perſecution. The Romans, and the 
Athenians were, upon the whole, 
not only tolerant, but careleſs in 
matters of religion: Poets vilified 
their gods i in the immoral actions, : 
which they aſcribed to them; 30 Phi- 


loſophers denied theirexiſtence; co- | 


e 


| medians ridiculed them upon the 


tage; the prieſte continued to ſa- 
eriſice; and the government was 
content. But the religion of the 
Jews was deeply fixed, and eager- 
1y defended. God had fingled out 
the 13 ews from the whole earth, as 
the people of his providence, and 
protection, had poured forth on the 5 

children of Iſrael a flood of light, 
vbich ſe parated them entirely from 

. the : darkened hemiſphere! of the 
Pagans. They were | proudly mind- | 
ful of this diſtinction; ſtudied their 
whole law, with active inveſtiga- 
tion, and defended it with ardent 


Th om ] 


zeal; / | Profelytiſua; therefore, ef- 
fected amongſt a peopte of this de- 
ſeription, is certainly more import- 
ant as to the proof it affords, than 
any ordinary converſion from one 
religion to another. The fironger. 
the reſiſtance; the greater force 
muſt overcome it. Prejudices ſo 
deeply imbibed, no common 1 


can eradicate. 5 


In the xxii. chap. Acts : of he 
Apoſtles, / Paul, in declaring his 
converſion, thus deſcribes himſelf: 
„J am verily a man which am a 
Jew, born in Tarſus, and was 


9 5 = 175 1 
er als up at the feet of Gaint» 


liel, and taught according to the 


perfect manner of the law of the 
„ fathers, and was zealous towards 
+ God, as ye all are this day.“ 


Paul, therefore, appears to have 


been a man thoroughly converſant 


in the Jewiſh law. The opinions 
of his nätion were confirmed by 
the tenor of his education; and be- 
lief in him was not merely a popu- 


lar opinion, caught from living with 
a multitude who were of the ſame 
creed, but an extended ſyſtem, diſ- 
eiplined by regular a and 
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The pride of the ſcholar was added 
Ty to the bigotry of the ew, and he 


reſiſt conviction, from in- 


tellecuil vanity, as well as from 
religious faith; and the former mo- 
tive, perhaps, would not have been 
the leaſt weak of the two. . 
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It Paul had remained quiet at 


the firſt propagation of Chriſtianity; ; | 


if he had taken no active part at 
this intereſting epoch; ; if he had 
viewed its progreſs with indiffer- 
ence; if he had ſuſpended his 
con: wits till the ſenſation of no- 


uid of his tas could 
not have been ſo much: ſurp! 
that the reſult ſhould terminate in 
his < converſion ; but, from the firſt 
appearance of Chriſtianity, he was 
its decided foe ; at the firſt dawn 
of this new light, he roſe up in 
bitterneſs, and anger, to extinguiſn : 
it, and bore witneſs to Judea that 
it ' was from men, and not from 
We Ja ed 5 en 36 103 
10 \ the nos mantioned diatoms 
Paul lays, il perſec ed this way 


5 
cor 


bear me witneſs, and 


be 
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And yet this is he whom bondage 
eould not make leſs zealous, 
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able conviction; who, wich wat gh 
| principled courage which always 
keeps ortune beneath its feet and 
riſes fuperior to every event, boldly 
| preached from the midſt of guards, 
and ſwords, and chains, the: wand 
of the goſpel ; truths; ; ch ſtiool 
the heart of Felix with fear, and | 
drove Agrippa to the brink of eort- 

verſion. And is there nothing in 
this ſpeaking fact, which comes 


: ome. to the boſom of men N. 
thing which can repreſs. the cott 


lence of infidelity, os: break ths 5 
flumber. of indifference ? > Canꝰ we. 


ity turned to protecklotr; . 


M ij 


the whole tenor of charac 
every | inveterate feeling, ; undergo 
ſuch radical. converſioz 
wondering how theſe things might 


L wo 1 


the bitterneſs of perſecution ex- 
changed for the zeal of friendihip; 5 


without 


be, without pondering on this cu- 
rious evidence, and working up our h 
faculties, to the eager examination 
of the. moſt. aweful queſtion. that 
can engage the wit of man? 
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Atter this general ſketch of his 
ie, which I have already quoted. 
Paul proceeds to ſtate the particu- | 
lar circuunſtanees of his converſion. 
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bereupon as 4 wen 5280 Da | 
«'ritafors, with authority and coe 
« miſſion” from the chief prieſts, 
* at mid-day, Oh King, I ſaw in 
the way a light from heaven, a 
« bove the brightneſs of the fan, 
« ſhining round about me, and 
«. them which were with me. A d 
% when we were all fallen to the 
4 earth, I heard a voice from hea- 
ven.“ And he then proceeds to : 
relate the command he received 
from God, which is too well 
to need quotation. 
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It would be impoſſible to attempt 


M I 


— dn his place, wo 19; go 
tothe general queſtion; and object 


to all miracles at once, becauſe ſuch 
a very important ſubject merits an 


original inquiry, rather than a ca- 
: faal n But that queſtion 


is V4 yp b 8 


been often put, and ne- 
ver nd anſwered, may be again 
repeated. Admit, that God governs 


the world by general laws, Where 


is the abſurdity of ſuppoſing a par- 
cular exception to theſe laws, to 
anſwer a particular purpoſe of pi 


eee the world by the-ifien, | 


1 e of St. Pa >. Thoſe. 1055 

ſee marke of imelligence, and; de- 
WY believe that Sin Was a time 
when this intelligence, and deſign 
firſt began to operate; when it will- 
ed to give to matter modifications 
of exiſtence, which till that time it 
had ever been without. And it is 

ſurely difficult to ſay, why God, af. 

ter this firſt act of creative benevo- 
lence, ſhould never reviſit this won- 
wu that h he. had left . in the 
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Upon theſe principles, the idea of 


* 


Zut, to return from this digreſ- 
fion to the particular queſtion be- 
fore us It muſt follow, as an ine- 


vitable conſequence, if this miracle 


” 
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himſelf, or that he deceived other 
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inquire, if it be pro- 
in which he himſelf had not a 
—_— belief; and the oby 
mode of beginning ſuch an inveſ. 
tigation, will be to examine into 
the motives which, -under any rules 
/ which the. human character 
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the e of his denon crea-' 


ww 


1 bim Co uct vs 


1 1 believe it may 155 laid POR 
as a general rule, that every man 
will love that which 1 is honourable, 


n. virtuous, where he can gain 


Þ No 
man is gratuitouſly bad; no man 


othing by perfidy, and vice. 


covers himſelf with crimes from a 

mere luſt for diſgrace, or an ea ger 
reliſh for infamy. Self approba- 
tion is not bartered for nothing 81 
4 every human ; being naturally loves 


e praiſe of his own heart, and 


5 da he ſells them; he ſells- 
them for ſome pleaſure that is poig-⸗ 
nant, ſome gratification that is ex- 

quiſite, en that 1 per 

him for ert 


I. 


A gk ow, 8 ee motive 8 

St. Paul have had, to facrifice the 
conſideration i in which he was held 
by his countrymen, to expoſe him - 
ſelf to ridicule, and contempt, to 
1 rſecution, and poverty, to the 
moſt extreme, and the moſt varied 
diſtreſs? Could the Chriſtians hold 
aut to him any magnificent temp» 
tations? Could they. buy him by, 
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rbe gorgeous allur( ments of honor, 1 
power, and opulence? Alas! What 
could the Chriſtians give? Begging 
themſelves for life, for bread, ani 
compaſſion, flying to rocks, and ca- 


verns, not to conceal crimes, but 
to pray to the God of heaven, and 
| carth, in truth, and 2 ſpirit, What 


pe fend: cannot _— power 
is not in the gift of poverty 3- the 
indigent and afflicted have nothin 

to offer but a ſhare in their miſery, 
They could ſay to St. Paubh Be a 


hriſtian as we are; we have not, 
indeed .much of worldly. honour. to 
beſtow; but you may ſhare our 
perſecution z you may become its 
moſt important ſubject, you may 
be the protomartyr of our ſect; you 
may be a more illuſtrious outcaſt, 
a more exalted victim, a niere 
ſplendid exile, than has yet graced 
the annals of our miſery 5 you may 
live in ſorrow, and die in torture. 
This muſt have been the language 
of Chriſtian ſeduction, and theſe 
the itreſiſtible temptations which 
NO rked upon St. Paul to proftitate 
lis Ron n and deſert „ 
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you too mean to encounter r din. 
| Ton Bs culty, and court perſecution. {209 
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If St. Paul did not be 
own teſtimony, but was impoſing 


* 


on mankind, What evidence can 


* * 


wie wee with con fidence, an 
conviction? With him ſeems t | 


. 5 
4-8 
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nile or fall the credibility of all hü- 
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in the noble catalogue of his woes, 3 
tience of conviction, - . 
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not be any longer ſuſpected. 
| who is beaten, ſhipwrecked, and  _ 
| chained, cannot be þ as. 
r of obſtinate fraud 37's 
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Which occur in read- 
ing the Hane to ſanction the 
teſtimony of St. Paul. He ſays, 
when this circumſtance. hap 
there. was a company of men with. 
him, and that he was blind for 
three days after. Theſe circutn- 
ſtances - laid o the Jews 2 
field for e 82 detection, 
which no adroit impoſtor, or in- 
of common un · 
derſtanding, would expoſe himſ 
to. A feigned miracle may as well 
happen in ſolitude as not; nor 18. 


there any reaſon why it ſhould be 


o 
7 ö 
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ence to 48 who witneſes! it. Then 
again, if any confiderations of p po- 

licy had influenced his conduct, he 
would have ſoftened the odium of 

5 apoſtacy, by the gradual derelic- 
tion of former connexions: But ob- 
ſerve the fingular circumſtances o 
his converſion: he ſets out for Da- 
maſcus, an infidel, | bloated with 


rage, and yearning for blood; his 
fe errand of death was alegal one; 5 be. 
bore with him the credentials 6f 5 
cruelty, which he had eagerly ſought > 
for, and eafily obtained ; he went 0 
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forth the accredited miniſter © 
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on, but points them, and 
5 new vigour; it does not 


gainſt the tide 


the notions which 


with the 


nt? Is a fanatic obſe 


ant of times, and ſeaſons? Does he 
3 
1 ungovern and monotonous 
| | . 5 cance, totally unobſervant of o. 
. ET caſions: But St. Paul at Athens 
4 | makes no mention of the gof 
or the new light, or Chriſt, or his 
Ei ciples, or Moſes, or the Jewiſh = 
: . | he addreſſes them in a ſtrain | 
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— 


tion of his opinions; tells them he 
was come to make known to them 
that God, whom 
worſhipped, and to ſhow them 


clearly theſe attributes which they 
already adored in dark piety, and 
revered with unenlightened Won 


der. See how dexterouſly he avails 


himſelf of the ſtate of parties in the 


Jewiſh ſynag gue 1. Paul perceiv- 
40 ing, that part were Sadducees, 
„and the other Phariſees, cried 
out, I am a Phariſee. And when 
he ſaid fo, there aroſe à diſſen- 
„tion between the Phariſees, and 


duc tes  theirown poets in confirma- 
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« Sadducees, and the multitude 
„ were divided.” E 
and ably he puſhes on the waver- 

ing faith of Agrippa! How he a- 
nimates that ſpark of Chriſtianity 


LOW eloque ntly 


which begins to-glow in his breaſt, 
and himſelf kindles into ſevenfold 
eloquence, when the hope of re- 
claiming this illuſtrious pagan flaſh- 
es acroſs his mind! - King Agrip- 
paß, believeſt thou the prophets, 1 
« know that thou believeſt. And 
Agrippa ſaid, Thou almoſt per- 
„ ſuadeſt me to be a Chriſtian. 
Then ſaid Paul, I would to God, 
that not only thou, but that all 
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* who hear n me this 8 were as I 15 
« am, ſaving theſe bonds,” 


"hers 58 we e will ap, par go re- 
enn in a few ſimple words, | 
the ſtory we have told, make our 
Rand for Chriſtianity. At the firſt 
appearance of this religion, St. 
Paul declares himſelf its enemy, 
and becomes the bitter perſecutor 
of its converts. He ſolicits, and , 


- obtains permiſſion from the high 


prieſt to root it out. He on a ſud- 


rely, fairly tells the Jews that he 


0 
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5 had been converted by a miracle; * 
not only believes, but ardently 
propagates it; and, in the courſe 
of his religious labours, expoſes 
himſelf to every poſſible danger, 
and difficulty, that e nature 


can encounter, 8 


The inferences we draw from this | 
plain hiſtory are theſe—That that 
man cannot be inſincere, who has 
: ſuffered evils. worle than death for 
what he believes to be the truth . 
who, by a life of pain, and wan- 
dering, of angui ſh and labour, has 
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borne witneſs to the integrity of his 


faith : that that man cannot be a 
weak man, who has carried the arts : 
of Aucceſsful . perſuaſion, through 
barbarous, and through civilized 
5 countries, and extorted from Pagan 
pride, and pagan power, ſuch ſplen- by 
did evidence of his cogent argu- 
ments, and his impoſing eloquence. 
He is then a juſt man, and a wiſe 
man; and as he j is, let not his long | 
labours, and his illuſtrious life, be 
loſt upon us ; let him not plead, | 
and ſuffer in vain ; let us finiſh 
(what Agrippa began) our convic- 


— 


— . FIR er Aus =o. — Pans 


2m 2 


— — ECD "es as 2 — — — 


. 
[i 


- 
2 


tad 


EET ONES 


> $a 
Ms 


— 


m 


ay 


*. 


* 


« 


* 


NES 
9 


2 


— 


= 


top" welt, - 


yi 


PMs 


; ; #4 & $ « 8 
0 
* F 
is own i 2 , F 
* — 
„ 
4 * 5 
» -* * — 
5 3, : ? ; 
a 10 « ra : 1 
[7 ; N 4 
at — % 2 F , f , 
2 ” 
4 5 
*: * 
7 « f s 
* 4 4 1 « * 
. o . 
f $ 5 oy 
* Y Y 
» * 4 5 o + 7 $ 
F j 
Ay * * : * 
p ' 5 1 | 
7 % = 
, 4 
# A * — > £ 1 
— * 
* 
* 
: 1 
. y 4 „ 8 * 
is EY « - « 
% 4 x * 1 * N ; 
. 
«< * 
7 it 
» - 
: 1 ; * * 
* * - P S SE s 
4 * 
. — 
i 
= "” . > 
% 
* 
* % 2 g ; 4 5 
4 [7 
* 4 * * 5 1 — * % = - * ; 
— 
FE 
4 
a - 
F . _ - 
9 * : 
\ 
4 a Pee s 
— * 4 - * 5 
. * 1 1 Fa 
: P + * YL 
o 8 4 
* 
* 0 5 
" 
* br 2 N 
4 1 
1 
* 


— 7 
j 
? % 
* 
3 
4 2 
* * 
5 » 
- - * 
. 
we 
| . 
> . 
* . 
1 — . 
\ - 
*. oy 
o n > . 
* 
be * 
4 — 


